https://revistes.ub.edu/index.php/dialectologia/article/view/54888

Dialectologia. Special issue, 15 (2026), 35-63.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1344/DIALECTOLOGIA.2026.3

Ana Kocheva
Institute for Bulgarian Language, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

anak@abv.bg
ORCID 0000-0002-4674-2064

BULGARIAN DIALECT CLASSIFICATIONS

Language-code: ISO-639-1 bg; 1ISO-639-2 bul

Abstract

In the 9™ century Bulgarian language was a classical Slavic language, while today it is a Balkan Slavic
language with a caseless noun system, demonstrating a widespread use of articles, analytical
formation of degrees of comparison, object doubling etc. These grammatical features are consistent
across all dialects and are the basis of the specific character of the Bulgarian language. The biggest
uniform division of the Bulgarian language territory into two large parts — eastern and western —is
made based on the successors of the Old-Bulgarian vowel jat/yat. From the mouth of the River Vit to
Thessaloniki there is a bundle of isoglosses termed the jat isogloss belt. The jat boundary on the
linguistic map is not a single isogloss, but a wider linguistic space that reflects the smooth transition
of the eastern Bulgarian dialect into the western one (or vice-versa).
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CLASSIFICACIONS DELS DIALECTES BULGARS

Resum

Al segle IX, la llengua bulgara era una llengua eslava classica, mentre que avui dia és una llengua
eslava balcanica amb un sistema nominal sense cas, que demostra un Us generalitzat d’articles,
formacid analitica de graus de comparacié, duplicacié d’objectes, etc. Aquestes caracteristiques
gramaticals apareixenen tots els dialectes i son la base del caracter especific de la llengua bulgara. La
divisié uniforme més gran del territori de la llengua bulgara en dues grans parts (oriental i occidental)
es fa a partir dels successors de la vocal bulgara antiga jat/yat. Des de la desembocadura del riu Vit
fins a Tessalonica hi ha un conjunt d’isoglosses anomenat cinturé d’isoglosses jat. El limit jaten
elmapa linglistic no és una Unica isoglossa, sind un espai linglistic més ampli que reflecteix la
transicié suau del dialecte bulgar oriental a I'occidental (o viceversa).
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KNACUOUKAUNA HA BB/ITAPCKUTE AUANEKTU

Pe3iome
Mpe3s IX B. TOM e KNnacnyeckn ciaBAHCKU e3UK, a cera —Cc/laBAHO H6anKaHCKM 31K, XapaKTepusunpatly, ce
npu nMeHaTa Beve ¢ 6e3nagekHocCT, ¢ boraTto YneHyBaHe, ¢ aHaIMTUYHO 0b6pasyBaHe Ha CTeNeHuTe
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32 CpaBHeHMe, C yABOABaHE Ha AOMbJHEHMETO U Ap. Te3n rpamaTUYHM YepTH Ca XapaKTepHM 3a
BCMYKM AMANEKTU M BbPXY TAX Ce U3rparkaa cneumnduKata Ha 6barapckma esmk. Hain-ronamata
paBHOMepHa aennTtba Ha 6BArapCcKOTO €3MKOBO 3EM/IULLE HA ABE rosIeMU YacTu — M3TOYHA M 3anajHa
— Ce M3BbPLLBA HA OCHOBATA Ha 3aCTbNHULMTE Ha cTapobbarapckata ATosa rnacHa. OT ycTmeTo Ha
peka But go ConyH nma cHon OT U30r10CK, HapeyeH ATCKM U30rnoceH nodAc. ATosaTta rpaHMua Ha
e3MKoBaTa KapTa He e OTAe/1Ha M30rN0ca, a NO-WMPOKO e3MKOBO NPOCTPAHCTBO, KOETO OTpPa3ABa
NAaBHUA NPexoa Ha U3TOYHMA BBAraPCKM roBop B 3anagHus (Maum obpaTHoOTO).
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