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BALKAN TURKISH DIALECT CLASSIFICATIONS
Abstract

In South-eastern Europe, endogenous communities of Turkish speakers are found in Eastern and
Western Thrace, Bulgaria, Romania, Moldova, North Macedonia, Kosovo and the Dodecanese. These
varieties are usually referred to as Rumelian Turkish, which is subdivided into West and East Rumelian
Turkish. This West-East isogloss goes back to Németh’s classification (1956), and has been slightly
revised. Gagauz, which is mostly an Eastern Rumelian variety, is spoken mostly in Moldova. Turkish
dialect classification is traditionally focussed on Anatolia, whereas Balkan Turkish dialects have been
less considered. Although there are many studies on single Balkan Turkish varieties, classification
attempts are scarce. The most prominent classification has been made by Németh (1956), who laid
the foundations for the description of West Rumelian Turkish.
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CLASSIFICACIONS DIALECTALS DEL TURC DELS BALCANS
Resum

Al sud-est d'Europa, les comunitats endogenes de parlants turcs es troben a la Tracia oriental i
occidental, Bulgaria, Romania, Moldavia, Macedonia del Nord, Kosovo i el Dodecanes. Aquestes
varietats solen anomenar-se turc rumeli, que es subdivideix en turc de Rumelia occidental i oriental.
Aquesta isoglossa oest-est es remunta a la classificacio de Németh (1956) i ha estat lleugerament
revisada. El gagaus, que és principalment una varietat del rumeli oriental, es parla principalment a
Moldavia. La classificacié dels dialectes turcs se centra tradicionalment en Anatolia, mentre que els
dialectes turcs dels Balcans han estat menys considerats. Tot i que hi ha molts estudis sobre varietats
turques dels Balcans, els intents de classificacio sdn escassos. La classificacio més destacada I'ha feta
Németh (1956), que va establir les bases per a la descripcid del turc rumeli occidental.
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BALKAN TURKCESl AGIZLARININ SINIFLANDIRILMASI
Ozet

Glneydogu Avrupa'da, Dogu ve Bati Trakya, Bulgaristan, Romanya, Moldova, Kuzey Makedonya,
Kosova ve Onikiada'da Tirkce konusan endojen topluluklar bulunmaktadir. Bu degiskeler genellikle
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Bati ve Dogu Rumeli Tiirkcesi olarak alt bolimlere ayrilan Rumeli Tlrkgesi olarak adlandirilir. Bati-Dogu
agizlar sinir gizgisi (isogloss) Németh'in siniflandirmasina (1956) kadar uzanir, sonra birka¢ unsur
eklenmistir. Esasen Dogu Rumeli grubuna ait olan Gagavuzca, c¢ogunlukla Moldova'da
konusulmaktadir. Tark agizlarinin siniflandiriimasi geleneksel olarak Anadolu'ya odaklanirken, Balkan
Turk agizlan daha az dikkate alinmistir. Balkan Tirk agizlari Gzerine tek olarak ¢ok sayida calisma
olmasina ragmen, siniflandirma girisimleri azdir. En 6nemli siniflandirma, Bati Rumeli Tirkgesinin
taniminin temellerini atan Németh (1956) tarafindan yapilmistir.
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