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ICELANDIC DIALECT CLASSIFICATIONS

Abstract

This article provides an overview of Icelandic dialect classifications. Icelandic shows little geographical
variation compared to other Nordic languages, but there are differences on the phonological and
lexical level. However, no traditional dialectological studies describing the distinct linguistic varieties
and linking them to well-defined geographical areas were conducted. The first field studies had other
aims, either to document the language from a lexicographic perspective or to map the distribution of
phonological features. The study of pronunciation, which focused mainly on ten specific phonological
variables, was highly influential and the more recent studies used similar methods and, whenever
possible, the same informants. In these studies, the main interest has been on language change and
whether social factors such as age and social status have any effect on the use of dialect features.
Together these studies form a longitudinal study of the distribution of phonological variation from a
generational and geographic perspective.
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CLASSIFICACIONS DIALECTALS DE L’ISLANDES
Resum

Aquest article ofereix una visié general de les classificacions dialectals de I'islandes. Aquesta llengua
presenta poca variacié geografica en comparaciéo amb altres llenglies nordiques, pero hi ha diferéncies
a nivell fonologic i lexic. No obstant aix0, no s’han fet estudis dialectals tradicionals que descriguin les
diferents varietats linglistiques i les vinculin amb arees geografiques ben definides. Els primers estudis
de camp tenien altres objectius, o bé documentar la llengua des d’una perspectiva lexicografica o bé
cartografiar la distribucié dels trets fonologics. L'estudi de la pronunciacid, centrat principalment en
deu variables fonologiques especifiques, va tenir una gran influencia i estudis més recents van utilitzar
meétodes similars i, sempre que fou possible, els mateixos informants. En aquestes recerques, I'interes
principal es va centrar en el canvi linglistic i si factors socials com ara I'edat i I'estatus social tenien
algun efecte en I'Gs de les caracteristiques dialectals. En conjunt, aquests estudis constituien una
recerca longitudinal de la distribucid de la variacié fonologica des de les perspectives generacional i
geografica.
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Utdrattur

bessi grein gefur yfirlit yfir islenskar mallyskur og préun peirra. Landshlutabundin tilbrigdi i islensku eru
litil i samanburdi vid 6nnur norraen mal en eigi ad sidur er nokkur svaedisbundinn munur i framburdi
og ordaforda. Engar hefdbundnar mallyskurannsdknir par sem leitast var vid ad lysa heildsteedum
malafbrigdum og tengja pau vid vel afmorkud landfraedileg svaedi voru gerdar & islandi framan af.
Fyrstu storu athuganirnar @ svadibundnum malmun héfdu annad markmid, annadhvort ad skrasetja
og lysa tilbrigdum i ordafari i ordabdkasamhengi eda ad kanna utbreidslu stadbundinna
framburdareinkenna. Stor rannsdkn sem beindist einkum ad tilteknum hljédkerfislegum breytum haféi
mikil ahrif og i sidari tima rannsdknum hafa svipadar adferdir verid notadar. ba hafa pessar rannséknir
ad hluta beinst ad somu malhéfum og fyrr og paer hafa 66rum praedi snuid ad malbreytingum og pvi
hvort malfélagslegir paettir eins og t.d. aldur og pjédfélagsstada hafi ahrif & préun mallyskubundinna
framburdareinkenna. Saman fela pessar rannsdknir i sér langtima athugun a Utbreidslu hljédkerfislegra
tilbrigda med tilliti til landfraedilegrar dreifingar peirra og tidni fra einni kynsldd til annarrar.
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