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Abstract

The Irish language is among the oldest vernaculars spoken in Europe, but Ireland’s history and the
language shift to English led to the almost complete demise of traditional Irish in Ireland. The current
dialects areas — South, West and North —are the remnants of a much greater geographical distribution
of Irish throughout the country. The major differences in pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary,
which can be observed in Irish today, probably go back to the early classical period. The standard
dialect survey of Irish is Heinrich Wagner’'s comprehensive atlas (1958-1964); there are also many
individual studies which document the language in the early twentieth century. Southern Irish refers
to a few areas in the southern province of Munster (Co. Kerry, Co. Waterford), Western Irish refers to
forms of Irish spoken west of Galway and on the Aran Islands and Northern Irish is spoken in pockets
of West Ulster (Co. Donegal).
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RANGU CANUINTI NA GAEILGE

Teibi

Is teanga fiorstairiil i an Ghaeilge agus ceann de na teangacha labhraithe is aosta san Eoraip. Mar
gheall ar an t-aistrid teangan a thit i rith na staire chuaigh an Ghaeilge thraidisiunta in éag beagnach
go hiomlan. Nil sna réigidin canlina nua-aoiseacha — sa ndeisceart, san iarthar agus sa dtuaisceart —ach
iarsmai de roinn nios forleithne sa dtir ar fad. Is as an aois chlasaiceach a bhaineann na
priomhdhifriochtai idir na nuachanuinti i dtaobh fhoghraiochta, ghramadai agus fhocléra. Is i an
phriomhobair taighde sna canudinti nd an mor-atlas a theaglamaigh agus a d’fhoilsigh Heinrich Wagner
idir 1958 agus 1964 ina aice lena staidéair aondnaigh a rinne taifead ar na candinti i rith na fichid haoise.
Gaeilge na Mumhan a tugtar ar candinti i gcontae Port Lairge agus Ciarrai, Gaeilge an larthair ar
canuinti i gcontae na Gaillimhe agus ar Oiledin Arann, agus Gaeilge Tir Chonaill ar canuinti i gcontae
nDun na Gall.

Eochairfhocail: aicmil candna, doiciméadu, saintréithe féinéimeacha, an Ghaeilge
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